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Public Interactive Design Specs 

 
To maintain the look and feel of your stationôs web site, Public Interactive creates a Station-branded 
Navigational Header (ñmastheadò) and Wrapper that incorporates your web siteôs existing 
navigational links, logos, icons, fonts, colors and footer.  The masthead and wrapper is included 
within each of your modules including Public Platform. 
 

Masthead and Wrapper Design 
 
Stations can provide a design and files, or PI can take care of this.  
 

Sample A: Most sizes are approximate. 
 

 
 
Using your Current Masthead and Wrapper 
If you are happy with your current web site design: 
 

 Send Public Interactive all the files needed for your current masthead and wrapper (images, 
html, css). 

 Links: Make sure all links are absolute, not relative. 

 Weôll build your modules using these files. This process typically takes approximately one 
week. 

 

Do it Yourself 
If you are redesigning your site, you may create your own masthead and wrapper using these design 
specs. If you are working with an outside design firm ï great!  Our design staff is available for design 
suggestions, questions and tips for making things easy.  If you are working with an outside design 
firm, please share our design specs with them.  We are happy to provide more detailed design 
specifications, review mock ups and answer questions.  
 
What We Need:  
After your new site design is completely final and approved, please deliver the final images, css 
information, and html code to us (contact us with questions) and weôll build your masthead and 
wrappers and modules. We need:  
 

 Send Public Interactive all the files needed for your current masthead and wrapper (images, 
html, css).  

 Links: Make sure all links are absolute, not relative. You may also include absolute image 
paths as if you prefer. 

 A visual: A link to your testing server, a pdf, or PhotoShop mockup so we can see what it 
looks like. 

 Any notes that might be helpful. Remember, we work on lots of sites each day, not just yours.  

 Building and integration generally takes up to 5 business days. 
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Masthead and Navigation:  
 

 Nav Bar Names for Public Interactive Modules: Public NewsRoom®, Public Arts®, Public 
Events®, etc. are the default names for our content modules; you may rename them as 
appropriate.  For example, Public Events can be called Events, Events Calendar or 
Community Events. 

 Platform: Automatically Generated Site Navigation: General, site-wide navigation links 
can be automatically generated and easily updated using Public Platform. Choose horizontal 
or vertical. See Samples C & D. 

 Custom Graphical Navigational Links: If you have a graphical design that you like, you 
may use it instead of the text based auto-generated navigation. When designing custom 
navigation, please keep in mind the general, site-wide navigation links that must be included 
in your stationôs masthead and wrapper (example: About Us, Contact Us, etc.) with the 
addition of links to the Public Interactive modules. 

o NOTE: Module sub-navigation (i.e., links to the US section of NewsRoom, Classical 
section of Public Arts) is NOT part of the masthead. 

 Width: We recommend 700-800 pixels wide. Minimum of 640 pixels wide. 

 Quick Pledge and Pulse Mastheads: Note that we create modified mastheads without 
navigational links for use within Quick Pledge (520x100 wide) and Pulse. You may also 
create mastheads yourself and email them to us.  

 Fixed vs. Variable width:  The overall masthead width can be fixed or variable. To have an 
overall variable width (meaning theyôll stretch to fit the size of the browser window) masthead, 
please let us know ahead of time.  

o Fixed width: All pages are a fixed width. See: 
WRKF http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wrkf/news.newsmain  or  
WBFO http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wbfo/news.newsmain 

o Variable Width: Page content will óstretchô to fit the size of the viewerôs browser 
window: 
KMUW http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/kmuw/news.newsmain   

 
Page/Wrapper: 
 

 Alignment: Decide whether you prefer centered or left-justified. 

 Public Platform Page Template: Choose from one of 4 templates for your overall local page 
layout. Column widths and other styles can be adjusted for you via  CSS. 

 Width of content area: The Public Interactive modules have a minimum width of 640 
pixels. Most of the modules (excluding Public Interactive Composer) are variable width and 
stretch automatically to fill larger widths. 

o NOTE: Module sub-navigation (i.e., links to the US section of NewsRoom, Classical 
section of Public Arts) is NOT part of the masthead and IS included in the 640 
minimum. 

 Footer: It is possible to add the stationôs standard footer, if desired. 
 
 
Sample B: Without promotional banners, with custom navigation 
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Sample C: With the Horizontal Auto-generated Navigation 
 

 
  
 

 
 
Left Vertical Navigational Elements 
In most cases, we can include left column vertical navigational elements within the Public Interactive 
modules. Please keep in mind that the width of this column will be added to the width of the Public 
Interactive modules (minimum 640 pixels), increasing overall page width accordingly.  
 
For examples, see:  
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wwfm/guide.guidemain 
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wfiu/guide.guidemain 
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wfiu/arts.artsmain 
 

Sample D: With the Vertical Auto-generated Navigation 
 

 
 
 
Sample E: With Left Vertical Navigational Elements 
 


